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ern Court is one of 
Clitheroe’s best kept 
secrets. Tucked away 
behind the main street  

leading up to the Castle, it can  
accommodate up to 10 businesses  
in studios of various sizes.

This tidy compact cluster of  
offices benefits from being central  
but quiet – it even has a small 
meeting and conference room 
with its own decking terrace –  
a real bonus in sunny weather 
offering fresh air and extra space.

Three years after finding the 
premises which was a former 
joinery workshop for J H Ferns 
(hence the name Fern Court), 
John and Samantha Turned have 
transformed the building which 
now offers a variety of offices 
and work spaces.

From small one-room studios 
to rooms with a mezzanine floor,  
Fern Court has a traditional 
atmosphere with a contemporary  
twist. While each office is finished  
to a high standard, none are  
the same so each business has 
some individuality.

John Turner who operates as 
an independent financial adviser 
from one of the offices, knows 
how important it is to offer great  
rates to his tenants who don’t pay  
VAT on their offices or additional  
bills for heating and lighting.

The one thing that initially strikes  
anyone visiting Fern Court is the 
relaxed atmosphere. When you 
walk along the cobbled approach 
it is quiet and peaceful which 
belies the hive of activity behind 
the studio walls!

The meeting room and attached  

terrace are available for hire – 
something which has proved a 
resounding success with small 
businesses across the Ribble 
Valley who might not have an 
appropriate meeting room.

Among the tenants already 
occupying Fern Court, is Castle 
Dental Studio run by dental 
technicians Gary Standish and 
Chris Fish.

“Fern Court is ideal for getting  
around Clitheroe as it’s so central,”  
says Gary who with business 
partner Chris has been based at 
Fern Court for two years. “There 
are various dentists in Clitheroe 
so we are ideally placed. It is a 
great place to work and has been 
a real success for us.”

Among other businesses here 
are an internet carpet business, 
a planning consultancy and 
insurance underwriters.

Margaret Dewhurst operates 
Ashcroft Homecare from Fern 
Court. “When I was looking for 
an office this was perfect, just 
the right size for what I need and 
I have to say John and Samantha 
are really helpful landlords.”

One of the most recent 
businesses to arrive at Fern Court  
is Live Ribble Valley magazine. 
Managing director Tedd Walmsley  
explained why he chose Fern  
Court for Live Ribble Valley’s new  
headquarters: “Our magazine is 
now a year old and we needed 
to expand into our own offices. 
They needed to be central and 
also reflect the company brand 
image. Fern Court is perfect for 
us – we have moved both our 
sales office and accounts function 
there and John and Sam have 
helped us enormously.” n
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Small studio offices  
are being snapped up  
by businesses who want  
a central Clitheroe 
location, at amazingly 
competitive rates 
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